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that it was Wittipoi, the gallant, who subse-
quently masqueraded as the Spanish lady. Inci-
dentally, also, we learn that Master Wittipol was
exactly of the same height as Robinson, and
mote than common tall Naturally, the audience
saw the joke, but it is not at all apparent to the
present-clay reader* The whole point lay in the
fact that Robinson played Wittipol. Yet, Pro-
fessor Baldwin gives it as his opinion in the book
already mentioned, that Field was cast for that
character, but without advancing any reason for
his choice. Field was certainly a member of the
King's Company at: the time, but there is no
record of his having ever impersonated a
woman*
Jonson was so much given at this particular
period to indulging in these playful theatrical
allusions that they bubbled from his pen even
when he was writing Court masques* There is
a curious example in his Masque of Christmas as
performed at Whitehall on Twelfth Night, 1617,
Venus figures in this holiday frolic as a deaf and
misconceiving dresser, and her son Cupid as a
bugle-maker's prentice. Asked "to depart** by
old Father Christmas when she is holding forth
interminably about her child, the degraded god-
dess replies;